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FOURTH PROGRESS REPORT:
BIRD RINGING 1952 - 1953.

By E. H, Ashton ("Broad Eaves", Hillside, Bulawayo).

Received August 1954

This report deals with ringing carried out in 1952/53 and recoveries
sent in up to 31st May 1954, for which full details are available. Several
of these recoveries were received before my Third Progress Report (Ost.
Vol. xxv, No. I, Feb. 1954) but were incomplete at time of publication.

Previous year's activities have been more than maintained, as this
summary of birds ringed shows.

Year 1948/49 1949/50 1950/51 1951/52 1952/53
Birds ringed 133 297 4,172 5,145 11,574

Most ringing was done by the Witwatersrand Bird Club (4,457) and Cape
Bird Club (5,464). The former covered a wider range of species, whereas
the latter concentrated mainly on Cape Gannets. Messrs. Taylor (291),
PIowes (395), Smithers (455) and Ashton (436), continued their individual
efforts. The last three, all of whom are in S. Rhodesia, ringed large
numbers of quelea and other seedeaters, which have hitherto been scarcely
touched.

Details of species ringed are given in Appendix 1. New species, indi­
cated by an asterisk (*), amounted to 35. Total number of species 141. In
many cases, too few birds have been ringed to produce any significant
results, but the large numbers of gannets, egrets, swifts, swallows, queleas
and other seedeaters ringed are now beginning to yield interesting and
stimulating returns.

Details of recoveries, other than retrappings, are given in Appendix H.
Only those of interest are included: recoveries of birds, young or old, that
died near their nests soon after being ringed are not reported here, although
they are available to anyone concerned. As this report is a record of raw
facts and not an analysis of results so far obtained. the temptation to dwell
upon some of the points revealed by these returns will be resisted. But
attention should be drawn to the remarkable voyages of several gannets, to
the Common Sandpiper's journey to Russia, and the first definite evidence of
the movements of Cattle Egrets, Sacred Ibis, Pochard, Coot and Queleas.

There have been numerous recoveries through retrapping at nesting sites
or at the original ringing points. These are dealt with in Appendix III.

The enthusiasm of ringers all through the country has been most
encouraging. Equally so has been the response of those who have picked
up ringed birds and taken the trouble to report them. Several members
of the Society have taken a lot of trouble to publicise these activities and
the need for public co-operation in reporting recoveries: I hope they will
feel their efforts have been duly rewarded by the excellent results coming in.

The thanks of the Society and of all interested in this work are due,
in no small measure, to Dr. Bigalke and his staff at the National Zoological
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The Ostrich, October, jC)54.

Gardens, Pretoria, for their continued ready help and co-operation in
accepting, acknowledging and forwarding recovery reports, and in publicising
this ringing. Their help is essential to the success of this work and I should
like to express our sincere gratitude to them.

Erratum. On p. 12 of my Third Progress report, reference was made
to recoveries of Cape White Rumped Swifts at (A) Fort Beaufort, (B) Craig­
hall, Johannesburg. The latter reference should have been to Indian Swifts.

APPENDIX 1.

ENGLISH NAME
Mollymawk

"Cape Sea Pigeon
Cape Hen
Sooty Shearwater
Storm Petrel

"SI. Helena Storm Petrel
Wilson's Storm Petrel

"Red Billed Tropic Bird
Cape Gannet
White-breasted Cormorant
Cape Cormorant
Bank Cormorant
Reed Cormorant
Crowned Cormorant
Grey Heron
Blackheaded Heron
Purple Heron
Yellow-billed Egret
Little Egret
Cattle Egret
Night Heron
Sacred Ibis
Spoonbill

"African Shelduck
Egyptian Goose
Yellowbill Duck

*Black Duck
Cape Wigeon
Red Billed Teal
Spurwing Goose
Kolbe's Vulture
Black-shouldered Kite

*Little banded Goshawk
"African Goshawk

Marsh Harrier
"Swainson's Francolin

Harlequin Quail
Dikkop
Water Dikkop
Moorhen
African Coot
African Stilt
Ringed Plover
Whitefronted Sandnlover
Kittlitz Sandplover

LATIN NAME
Diomedea mclano phris
Duption capensis
Procclluriu a.acquinoctiulis
Proccllaria grisca gama
Hydrobates pclagica
Hydrobutcs castro helena
Occanitcs o.occanica
Phuethon aethereus
Morns capensis
Phalacrocorux carbo lucidus
Phulacrocorax capensis
Phalacrocorax neglectus
Phalucrocorax a.airicanus
Phulacrocorax airicanus coronatus
A rdca c.cincrca
A rdc a mclanocc ph a/a
A rdeu p.purpurc«
Meso phovx intermedin brachvrvnchos
Egrctta g.garzctta
Bubulcus i.ibis
Nvcticorax n.nvcticorax
Tlircskiornis a.acthio picus
Ptatalca albu
Tadorna CW/{/

A lo pochcn acgvptiuca
A IW' u.undulat a
A nus s.spurs«
AIIlII' capensis
Anas crvthrorh I'lIcI/{/

Plcctro ptcrus g ambcnsis
GI'[JS co prothcrcs
Elanus c.cacrulcus
Accipit cr bndius polvt.onoidcs
Accipiter tachiro sparsimiasciatus
Circus r, ranivorus
Ptcrnistcs s.swainsonii
Coturnix d.dclugorguci
Burhinus c.capcnsis
Burhinus vvcrmiculatus
Gallinula C"'OroPII" mcridionalis
Fulica cristala
Himanto pus h .mcridionalis
Cliaradrins hhiaticula
Charudri us m.marginat us
Churadrius p.pccllarills
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Ringed
1952/53

1
1

66
I
2
5

11
1

4,585
2

47
25
77
22
It
87

I
67
45

1.771
47
611
192
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3
3
I
3
3
I
3
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5
7
9
1

16
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ENGLISH NAME

The Ostrich. October. 1954.

LATIN NAME
Ringed
1952/53

Treble banded Sandplover
Crowned Plover
Blacksmith Plover
Wood Sandpiper
Curlew Sandpiper
Little Stint
Ethiopian Snipe

*Double-banded Courser
Southern B1ackheaded Gull
Sooty Tern
White Tern

"Namaqua Sandgrouse
Cape Rock Pigeon
Ring Dove
Laughing Dove
Narnaqua Dove
Emerald Spotted Wood Dove
Didric Cuckoo

"Burchell's Coucal
"Malachite Kingfisher

Brown-hooded Kingfisher
*Whitefronted Bee-eater
"Crowned Hornbill
South African Hoopoe
Barn Owl
Marsh Owl
Spotted Eagle Owl

"Rufous checked Night jar
South African Nightjar

*Angola Nightjar
Redfaced Coley

*Pied Barbet
Crested Barbet
Greater Honeyguide
Scaly Honeyguide
Lesser Honeyguide
Wryneck
Indian Swift
Whiterumped Swift
Horus Swift
Palm Swift

"Rufous naped Lark
Karroo Prinia
Cape Wagtail
Cape Longclaw

"Sooty Babbler
Blackeyed Bulbul

Charadrius t .tricollaris
Steplianibyx c.coronatus
Hoplopterus armatus
Tringa glareola
Calidris testacea
Calidris minuta
Capella ni.nigripennis
Rhinoptllus a.ajricanus
Larus dominicanus
Sterna i.iuscata
Lel/CG/IOI/S a.albus

Ptcrocles n.namaqua
Columbo guinea phaconotus
Streptopelia c.capicola
Stigmatopelia s.scncgalensis
Ocna c.capcnsis
Turtur clialcospilos volkmanni
Chrysoccyx caprius
Centropus supcrciliosus burchcllii
Corvthornis c.cristata
Halcyon a.aibiventrus
Melittophagus bullockoides
Locophcros albotcrminatus suahclicus
UI'llpa alricana
Tyro albo affini«
A sio c.capensis
Bllho a.ajricana
Caprimulgus r.rutigena
Caprimulgus tristigma lentiginosus
Cuprimulgus [ossi welwitschii
Colills i.indicus
Tricliolaema I.lcucomclas
Trachyphonus v.vaillatuii
Indica/or indicator
tndicator v.varicgatus
Indica/or m.minor
lynx n.nuficollis
A pus affinus abessynicus
Apus c.caffer
A pus horus

Cypsiurus parva myochl'Ol/s

Mlraira africana transvaalensis
Prinia substriata
Motacilla c.capensis
Macronyx capensis colletti

Pinarornis plumosus
Pvcnonotus xanthopygos lavardi
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The Ostrich, October. /954.

ENGLISH NAME

Paradise Flycatcher
Kurrichaine Thrush

'Ant-eating Chat
Cape Stone Chat
Heuglin's Robin
Cape Robin

'South Africa Marsh Warbler
Grassbird
Neddicky
European Swallow
White throated Swallow

'Blue Swallow
Red Breasted Swallow
Larger Striped Swallow
Lesser Striped Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Banded Sandmartin
Cape Sand martin
Rock Martin

'Fork Tailed Drongo
Fiscal Shrike
Crimson Breasted Shrike
Boubou Shrike

"Whitenecked Raven
Glossy Starling

'Blue Eared Glossy Starling

'Green White Eye
Masked Weaver
Spotted Backed Weaver
Red Billed Quelea
Red Bishop

"Yellow Bishop
"Sakabula
'Little Ruddy Waxbill
'Common Waxbill

Blue Waxbill
Shaft-tailed Widowbird

'Paradise Widowbird
'House Sparrow
Cape Sparrow

·Grey-headed Sparrow
, Yellow-throated Sparrow

Yellow-eye Canary
"Bully Seedeater
'Streaky-headed Seedeater

Blackthroated Canary
Golden Breasted Bunting
Rock Bunting

LATIN NAME

Terpsipltone viridis plumbeiceps
Turdus l.libonyuna
Myrmccocichla f'/ormici\'{J/"fI
Saxicola t.torquata
Cossy pha /z./zeug/illi
Cossypha c.cafJru
Acrocephalus b.baeticata
Sphenoaecus ajer natalensis
Cisticola [ulvicapilla ruficapilla
Hirundo r.rustica
H irundo a.albigularis
Hirundo a.atrocaerulea
Hirundo s.scmiruja
Hirundo cucullata
Hirundo abyssinica unitatis
Pctrochelidon spilodora
Riparia c.cincta
Riparia p.paludicola
Ptyonoprogne [uligula prctoriac
Dicrurus a.adsimilis
Lanius c.collaris
Laniarius atrococcineus
Laniarius [errugineus sticturus
Corvultur albieollis
Lamprocolius nitens phoenicopteru«
Lamprocolius chalybaeus svcobius
Uf"~V V,l"VIVI

Zosterops v.virens
Ploceus velatus tahatali
Ploceus spilonotus
Quelea quelca latluunii
Eu plectcs o.orix
Euplectes capensis approximans
Diatropura p.procne
Lagonosticta senega/a rendalli
Estrilda a.astrild
Uraeginthus a.angolensis
Vidua regia
Steganura paradisaea
Passer d.domestica
Passer m.melanura
Passer grisea difJusa
Petronia superciliaris
Scrinus m.mozambica
Serinus sulphurata shar pii
Poliospiza g.gularis
Poliospiza a.atrogularis
Emberiza fiaviventris kalaltarica
Fringillaria t.tahapisi

133
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1952{53

11
I
4
5
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9
4
3
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4
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The Ostrich, October, 1954.

APPENDIX III.

The following birds ringed before or during 1952/53 were recovered .It
breeding points or retrapped.

o.
10.1.52

..
12.3.52

Cape Gannet

All adult. Ringed Malgas Island, Saldanha Bay.
April 1947 Jan. 1952, April 1953
Feb. 1951 July 1951
Feb. 1951 July 1951, April 1953
Feb. 1951 January 1952, April 1953
Feb. 1951 April 1953
Feb. 1951 July 1953
Jan. 1952 July 1953
April 1953 September 1953

Lesser HOlley Guide

Age? Kei Rd .. Eastern Province.
30.10.52 10th and 12 December 1952

Indian Swifts
Adult. Craighall, Johannesburg.
Oct. 1951 10.1.52, 12.3.52, 30.9.52

12.3.52, 30.9.52
30.9.53
12.3.52, 30.9.52
30.9.52
30.9.52

I
2
I
5

18
1

214 (-t- I jv.)
21

7
2
4
3
2
5

Adult. Fort
17. 1. 51
26.2.51
8.3.51

Oct./Dec.51

"Jan. 1952

"Feb. 1952
22.10.52

Cape White Rumped Swift
Beaufort.

3.4.51 and 4 times between 18.10.52/10.1.53
26.10.51, 29.1 1.52
13.11.51,22. J. 52,7.3.52, 18.1.53, 31.1.53
7.3.52 and between October-December 52
4.4.53
1'6.1.53
7.3.52. 30.10.52, 24.2.53
13.12.52, 9.2.53
7.3.52. 9.12.52, 9.2.53
10.2.53

Cliff Swallows

I
I
1
3
I
2

"Oct. 1952

"Feb. 1952

Age. On wing.
A. Doornkloof 103. Rustenburg Road. Johannesburg.
Nov./Dec.50 December 1951

. December 1951, 3.2.52
December 1951, 3.2.52. 15.2.53
December 1951, 26.10.52
December 1951. 15.2.53
3.2.52
26.10.52
26.10.52. 15.2.53

" 15.2.53
Nov. / Dec. 51 3.2.52

3.2.52. 26.10.52. 15.2.53
3.2.52. 15.2.53
26.10.52
15.2.53
26.10.52
26.10.52. 15.2.53
15.2.53
15.2.53

137

32 (inc. 2 jv.)
6 (inc. I jv.)
3

15 (inc. 3 jv.]
6
4 (inc. 1 jv.)

19
1
3

22 (inc. 12 [v.)
I

11 (inc. I jv.)
30 (inc. 12 jv.)
13 (inc. 3 jv.)
2
I
6
3
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The Ostrich, October, 1954.

37 ad.
11 ad.
57 ad.

B. Elandsdrift.
24.2.52 9.3.52

9.3.52, 7.9.52
" 7.9.52

C. Kroomdraai, Krugersdorp.
23.11.52 22.3.53 41 ad. 1 iv.
11.1.53 22.3.53 31 ad.
D. Kroomdraai. Krugersdorp: originally ringed elsewhere. All adult.

(i) 16.11.52 11.1.53 and 22.3.53 FIrSt ringed Little Falls, 9m S.E.
(ii) 24.2.52 22.3.53 First ringed Beau Valley, 6m N.E.
(iii) 30.12.51 22.3.53 First ringed Doornkloof 103. 18m W.

21.9.52
26.10.52
19.10.52. 2610.52
25.6.53

Bulawayo.
17.9.52
9.10.52

18.10.52
29. 5. 53

Weaver
adult.

I,

Scaly
age unknown. probably

11.9.52
11.9.52, 29.6.53
29.5., 20.7.53. 1.8.53
10.10.52.29.11.52

ad. except (*)
(*) 14.8.52
(*) 14.8.52
(*) 14.8. 52
16. 8. 52

ad. Bulawayo. Masked Weal'er
4.7.52 14.10.52 (t mile away)
4. 7. 52 23. 9. 52 (t mile away)

14.8.52 20.8.52,17.9.52
4.9.52 10.9.52

14.3.53 25.5.53, 12.8.53 (2nd retrap t mile away)
22.5.53 23.5.53

9.6.53 25 and 27.6.53 U mile away)
10.6.53 27.6.53 (t mile away)
25 .6. 53 29. 7. 53
A. ad. Bulawayo Red Bi/led Quclea
6.9.52 6.11.52

20.10.52 26 and 30.10.52
26.10.52 5.11.52 H mile away)
26.10.52 6.11.52
29.10.52 6.11.52 (t mile away)
6.11.52 8.11.52

B. Nyamadlovu. 45m NW Bulawayo.
18.10.52 19.10.52 (2 birds)

A. ad. Bulawayo.
14.8.52 6 and 9.12.52
20.8.52 6.12.52
14.9.52 11.10.52
15.11.52 14 and 16.12.52
15.11.52 17.11.52
8. Nyamadlovu.
9.12.52 18.1.53

21.12.52 11.9.53

nt«. Waxhi/l
27.11.52
6.12.52
9.12.52

18.4.53

13.3.53
13.3.53

h.12.52
10.12.52
16.12.52
27 and 29.5.53
(t mile away)

5.10.53
3. 9. 53

ad. Nyamandlhovu.
4.12.52 11.12.52
9.12.52 25.7.53

11.12.52 1.12.53

ad. Nyamandlovu.
11.12.52 15.10.53
28.11.52 11.12.52

4.12.52 11.12.52
4.12.52 4.9.53
4.12.52 15.9.53
5.12.52 11.12.52

Yellow-eve Canary
11.12.52
11.12.52
14.5.53

Black-throated Canary
9.12.52

10.12.52
11.12.52

22.12.52
30.7.53
25.7.53

11.12.52
27.7.53
24.7~1
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